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Resource Reviews
Coming to Peace with Science: Bridging
the Worlds Between Faith and Biology, by
Darrel R. Falk. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 2004. 235 pp. $18.00. ISBN: 0-83082742-0.
Reviewed by John E. Shaffett, Director of
Library Services, The Baptist College of Florida,
Graceville, FL.
Darrel R. Falk is professor of biology and
associate provost for research at Point Loma
Nazarene University, Point Loma, California.
He is an evangelical protestant Christian.
He has been a professor of biology for over
twenty-seven years. The intended audience for
this book is evangelical Christians.
The book addresses the concern over the
conflict between science and the Christian
faith. Faulk’s book begins and ends with
the author’s own journey in reconciling his
evangelical Christian beliefs with modern
science. Chapter two focuses on the first
three chapters of Genesis and different ways
of interpreting it. Chapters three through
six presents the “evidence from cosmology,
geology, paleontology and genetics to make
a compelling case for an ancient earth and
the relatedness of all life forms [p.10].” The
final chapter answers concerns evangelical
Christians have with accepting the conclusions
of modern science.
Faulk believes that a loving Creator God used
the “mechanism of evolution to create all
living things [p.10].” He thinks that science and
faith can be harmonized with each other. He
believes it is possible to be an evangelical who
believes in the trustworthiness of the Scriptures
and hold a gradual creation view. His purpose
for writing this book was to “explore the story
of creation in light of what we know from
science [p.228].”
Coming to Peace with Science is a well-informed,
scientifically accurate, theologically sound,
presentation of evolution from a biologist
who is a committed evangelical Christian. It is
written at a level that would be understandable

to beginning college students. It is highly
recommended.
In the Company of Jesus: Finding
Unconventional Wisdom and Unexpected
Hope, by Bill Donahue. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2005. 232 pp. $17.00. ISBN
0-8308-3275-0.

Compiled by Phyllis Fox
Review Editor
Point Loma Nazarene
University
San Diego, CA

Reviewed by Noelle C. Keller, Technical Services
Librarian, Shipman Library, Adrian College,
Adrian, Michigan.
Bill Donahue (Ph.D. in adult education,
University of North Texas) is vice president
of small group ministries with the Willow
Creek Association, based in South Barrington,
Illinois. He is the author and editor of many
books and small group studies, including the
Bible 101 Series and Jesus 101 Series.
In the Company of Jesus is a companion to the
Jesus 101 Series and is intended to expand
upon the ideas of those studies. The book is
composed of forty brief segments that are
suited to daily devotions.
The book explores the person and offices
of Jesus Christ. It is the result of Donahue’s
exploration of the question, “What images
come to mind when you hear the name
‘Jesus?’” The opportunities to encounter Jesus
in this study focus on His roles as “provocative
teacher,” “sacred friend,” “truthful revealer,”
“extreme forgiver,” “authentic leader,”
“compassionate healer,” “relentless lover,” and
“supreme conqueror.”
To paraphrase Donahue from the book’s
introduction (p. 16), his purpose is to take
the reader into the company of Jesus through
biblical stories and scenes of Jesus in His daily
life and work. The material in this study is
designed to guide the individual or group in
a journey with Jesus to grow in understanding
of who Jesus is and to deepen relationship with
Him.
This book could serve as a leader’s guide for
deeper study and reflection for the Jesus 101
Series or for the participant in one of the series
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studies desiring a more in-depth look at Jesus.
However, the book can most certainly stand
alone for either the committed Christian who
wants new insights to know Jesus better or the
seeker who wants to meet Jesus in personal
encounter.
By the Light of a Thousand Stars, by Jamie
Langston Turner. Minneapolis: Bethany, 2007.
416 pp. $13.99. ISBN 0-7642-0298-7.
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference and Reader
Services Librarian, Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee.
Catherine Biddle had a tough childhood and
survived however she could. Now she’s married
with three children, with a beautiful home, but
she’s still not happy. When her sister-in-law,
Della Boyd, appears on their doorstep needing
somewhere to stay, it puts Catherine over the
edge. Catherine’s neighbor, Barb Chewning, is
a disorganized, laid-back mother of four, and
a quiet believer who continues to reach out
to Catherine. When a tragedy hits the Biddle
home, Barb and her family are there and offer
hope.
This beautifully laid-out novel allows the
reader into the heads (and viewpoints) of all
three of these ladies. Catherine’s snootiness and
impatience with her three teenage children
can be overbearing at times, but I found
myself convicted more than once when seeing
her attitude from the inside – it looked too
familiar. Della Boyd loves to prepare homecooked meals, take time with the kids, clean,
and garden, yet she still does not know eternal
peace. Barb’s ability to “go with the flow” and
care for her pediatrician-husband and kids
have come at a cost.Turner is a wordsmith, and
draws in the reader with vivid characters and a
strong sense of place. The Christian message is
there, but it’s not heavy-handed.This novel is a
superb choice for public and college libraries.
Winter Birds, by Jamie Langston Turner.
Minneapolis: Bethany, 2006. 400 pp. $13.99.
ISBN 0-7642-0015-1.
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference and Reader
Services Librarian, Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee.
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Sophie Hess is an eighty-year-old widow, who
believes that her life is coming to an end, so she
holds a contest among her nieces and nephews
to find out who gets to take care of her (in
exchange for a small inheritance). Patrick and
Rachel win, and Aunt Sophie moves into
their spare bedroom, which affords a view of
the yard and its birdfeeder. Aunt Sophie is an
agnostic, betrayed by her scholarly husband in
many ways and embittered by that experience.
Patrick and Rachel are imperfect believers
who nonetheless seek to serve Aunt Sophie
and love her as Jesus does.
Told by Aunt Sophie, who is perhaps one of
the most endearing voices I have heard in a
long time, this wonderful novel (which one the
2007 Christy for Contemporary Fiction Stand
Alone Novel) uses imagery and symbolism (a
different bird in each chapter that somehow
reveals a glimpse into Aunt Sophie), threedimensional character development, rich
literary allusions (Sophie’s husband was a
Shakespearean scholar), and a beautiful plot
to woo the reader. This book belongs in every
library.
My Soul to Keep, by Davis Bunn. Minneapolis:
Bethany, 2007. 395 pp. $13.99. ISBN 0-76420435-1.
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference and Reader
Services Librarian, Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee.
Brent Stark was one of Hollywood’s favorite
leading men until drunk driving and jail time
brought his career to a halt. While he was in
prison, though, he found God and came out
a changed man. When Christian businessman
Bobby Dupree decides his latest project will
be a true-to-history film of Daniel Boone,
he realizes that Brent is the man for the job.
Assembling a group of Hollywood outcasts,
the project takes on a life of its own and seems
to bear in many ways the blessing of God. But
Hollywood does not like outsiders. Galaxy
Studios has its own politically-correct Daniel
Boone film to make, and executive producer
Shari Khan has made it her personal mission to
stop the upstart Christian company, no matter
the cost.

Bunn does a great job once again of creating
believable characters whose faith is part of the
air they breathe. He manages the two storylines
well, transitioning easily from rural North
Carolina to the hills of California. Hollywood
is shown for its cynicism and cliquish-ness, but
hope is still present. While parts of the story
are almost too good to be true, the ending is
not pat and readers will be very satisfied with
the story. Perfectly paced, this novel will prove
popular with readers from many generations.

Gospel is no different. While it is a small work,
he does justice to his point by bringing the
truths to the forefront and emphasizing them
using the words of Jonathan Edwards.

God is the Gospel: Meditations on God’s
Love as the Gift of Himself, by John Piper.
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005. 190 pp. $17.99
9781581347517

The Many Faces of Evil: Theological
Systems and the Problems of Evil, by John
S. Feinberg. Revised and expanded edition.
Wheaton: Crossway, 2004. 544 pp. $35.00
ISBN 1-58134-567-4.

Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference
Librarian, Corban College, Salem, Oregon.
In God is the Gospel, John Piper reflects on the
value of the good news. He argues throughout
his book that the church tends to focus on the
heart of the gospel, which is the act of being
set right with God, and thus the rewards that
come with that, instead of God himself. He
states that the act of being set right with God
cannot be seen as an end in itself. The results
of the gospel: escape from hell, entrance into
heaven, liberation from bondage, and eternal
life, are not the primary objective. The key
purpose of the gospel, Piper argues, is seeing
and craving God himself. This leads to being
changed into the image of Christ, enabling us
to delight more and more in the character and
beauty of God.
He carries this argument throughout his
work integrating reflections of a profound
theologian, Jonathan Edwards. Piper suggests
that Edwards has reflected deeply about the
spiritual value of the gospel. His inclusion of
Edwards’ work intensifies his argument.
Piper summarizes his argument by stating that
the gospel reveals the glory of God. It is this
revelation that makes the gospel good news.
The goal of the gospel is to make his followers
more and more dependent upon Christ which
would lead to their delight in God’s glory.
Piper’s other works tend to provide good
theological content while balancing that with
useful application and reflection. God is the

Piper’s work would be helpful for any
undergraduate library in a Christian college
or university. Piper provides good theological
content with a devotional flavor, making it
relatively easy reading for students and perhaps
good devotional material for faculty and staff.

Reviewed by John Jaeger, Doctoral Research and
Reference Librarian, Dallas Baptist University,
Dallas,Texas.
John Feinberg, chair of the Department of
Biblical and Systematic Theology and Professor
of Systematic Theology at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, has written many articles and
books. The Many Faces of Evil, in fact is being
reviewed in its third edition. Feinberg first
wrote it in 1979, then wrote a second edition,
and now has produced a third edition. Each
edition adds useful material to the previous
one, with the third edition adding a significant
section on the problem of hell. The fact that
this book is has remained popular for over
twenty-five years attests to its significance and
relevance.
Feinberg in this book grapples with the many
and often complicated issues involved in
addressing the problem of evil. He notes, in fact,
that one would better speak of the problems of
evil. There are different aspects to the problem
(moral and natural evil), different approaches
to the problem, and different weaknesses and
criticisms of the approaches.
The author is good at discussing these very
issues in a way that is easily understood. He
has an excellent grasp of the problem of evil
and is guides the reader in an effective manner.
Feinberg does not remain neutral, however.
While he is respectful of other approaches,
he considers the subject from a Reformed
perspective. He therefore gives a significant
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place to God’s sovereignty when considering
the subject of theodicy.
The Many Faces of Evil would be particularly
helpful for undergraduates researching on
theological issues. Feinberg is comprehensive
in scope but still easy to understand. This title
is recommended for all academic libraries.
Pocket Dictionary of Popes, edited by
Michael Walsh. London: Burns and Oates,
2006. 168 pp. $16.95. 0860124207.
Reviewed by Garrett Trott, Instruction-Reference
Librarian, Corban College, Salem, Oregon.
The Pocket Dictionary of Popes (PDP) is a brief
reference dictionary taken from the Dictionary
of Christian Biography. The introduction of the
PDP states that, “all entries have been revised
(from the Dictionary of Christian Biography),
some of them substantially….” Needless to say,
every article in the PDP was not examined.
However, the articles that were randomly
selected did not appear to differ much from
The Dictionary of Christian Biography.
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library owns The Oxford Dictionary of Popes,
the PDP is a condensed version of it and
will simply take much wanted space on the
reference shelves.
The Azusa Street Project: When the Power
of God Hit Los Angeles, the Azusa Street
Revival of 1906. Worcester, PA:Vision Video,
Cat. # 501058D www.visionvideo.com , 2006.
Video. 54 min. $19.99.
Reviewed by Donald Dean Smeeton, Director
of Libraries, Eastern Mennonite University,
Harrisonburg,VA.
Is this video promotional propaganda? Yes, it
is a biased centennial celebration of the birth
of the Pentecostal/Charismatic movement
in Southern California. But if one’s image
of Pentecostalism is a sequined evangelist
screaming into a microphone while strutting
on the stage under the spotlights, this DVD is
a help corrective.

There were details omitted and a handful of
errors found. For example, PDP says that Paul I
reigned after Stephen II, while the Dictionary
of Christian Biography says that he reigned
after Stephen III. The truth is that both are
right, but more clarification is needed. Stephen
II was elected, but never consecrated. He had a
stroke between his election and consecration.
The PDP does have a few strengths though.
First, it is recent and thus includes a brief entry
of Pope Benedict XVI and a thorough entry
of Pope John Paul II. Secondly, the articles
are in alphabetical order, versus chronological,
like The Oxford Dictionary of Popes. In many
instances, an alphabetical list will be more
useful than a chronological one.

The Azusa Street Project commemorates the
one hundredth anniversary of the beginnings of
Pentecostalism as a world-wide movement. It
carefully acknowledges that there were earlier
experiences of tongue speaking, but contends
that the publicity given to the events at the
dilapidated mission on Azusa Street promoted
charismatic gifts to the attention of the nation.
From that humble mission the message was
carried to every continent. Although many
individuals had a significant role in the
revival, the DVD focuses attention of William
J. Seymour, a one-eyed African-American
holiness preacher who gave leadership to a
racially mixed congregation that gained both
fame and controversy. Seymour silenced his
critics by his contagious sincerity, humility and
love. In the midst of this supernatural visitation,
neither race nor gender had significance.

Some libraries may find the PDP helpful.
Particularly those who do not have any
resources on the papacy and suspect that patron
inquiry on the papacy will be brief and limited.
However, even though this book is inexpensive
and small, it would not be of much use in an
academic library. If an academic library owns
the Dictionary of Christian Biography, the PDP is
simply duplicating its holdings. If an academic

The video documents the social and religious
setting that characterized America at the
beginning of the twentieth century. It mixes
old photos, film clips, artistic sketches and
contemporary interviews.The film is a creative
recital of the historical events and helpful
explanations by some of the movements leading
contemporary scholars and representatives. Clay
Banks, the film’s director, offers the disclaimer

that “shooting a documentary on a move of
the Holy Spirit is like trying to harness the
wind,” but he has produced a very good study
of the origins and essence of Pentecostalism.
There are no sequined suits or spotlights.

Reflections on Psalm 23 for People with
Cancer: a Personal Journey, DVD by Ken
Curtis, and distributed by Vision Video (www.
visionvideo.com), Worchester, PA. n.d. 104
min., color, $19.99.

The 54 minute length is less than idea for the
average class period, but the presentation has
natural segments that would allow the video to
be stopped at various points so that discussion
could enrich the learning experience. At this
modest price, this video is recommended for
the collection in any Christian college or
university.

Reviewed by Rodney G. Birch, Reference Librarian,
Mabee Library, MidAmerica Nazarene University,
Olathe, KS.

Nativity: The Art and Spirit of the Crèche,
DVD produced by Robert G. Maier and
Mepkin Abbey and distributed by Vision Video
(www.visionvideo.com),Worchester, PA. 2004.
30 min., color, $11.99.
Reviewed by Rodney G. Birch, Reference Librarian,
Mabee Library, MidAmerica Nazarene University,
Olathe, KS.
Do you remember the first time you heard the
story of God as a baby? What was its impact
on you? This video documentary provides the
viewer with insight on the historical, spiritual,
and cultural impact of the Nativity, or crèche, on
both the Christian Church and secular society.
A variety of Nativity depictions are exhibited
throughout the documentary, showing the
viewer the various cultural and philosophical
interpretations of the story. Maier provides the
viewer with both the historical and spiritual
significance of each character playing a role
in the Nativity, adding that some cultures add
more figures of everyday living to demonstrate
the common and relationship to the average
person that the Nativity story portrays, which
as Maier states, “becomes our story.”This work
is unique as a video documentary, presenting
analysis and interpretation on the historical,
spiritual, cultural, and artistic significance of the
second most recognized icon of Christianity, the
Nativity. It is suitable for academic and public
libraries, serving students of art, early Christian
history, Christian icons and traditions, and the
impact of Christianity on culture and society.

The 23rd Psalm, only 115 words long, yet one
of the most quoted and referred to passages of
Scripture. It is read during funerals for comfort;
it is read by the weary for strength. Reflections on
the 23rd Psalm for People with Cancer is a series of
thirteen meditations, each one concentrating
on a different part of the psalm. Curtis asserts
that getting in to this psalm will “shake us”:
shake our understanding of the world, shake
our understanding of our being, and shake
our understanding of our place in the world.
The video was taped in the Holy Land, in the
pastures of Palestine, and along the sea. The
tranquility of the scenery assists set the mood
for the lesson being taught. Each meditation
is 8-minutes in length. Curtis’s insight on the
nature and role of the shepherd give the viewer
a greater appreciation of the truth taught in
Psalm 23. Ken Curtis is the founder of Vision
Video and the Christian History Institute.
He created this video following a battle with
cancer.
This video would be best suited for public
library collections, but could also be included in
academic library collections, specifically those
serving nursing programs and/or chaplaincy
programs.
What Believers Don’t Have to Believe: The
Non-Essentials of the Christian Faith, by
Craig Payne. Lanham, MD: University Press of
America, 2006. 161 pp. $15.00. ISBN: 0-76183426-5.
Reviewed by John E. Shaffett, Director of Library
Services, The Baptist College of Florida, Graceville,
Florida.
Craig Payne teaches at Indian Hills Community
College in southeastern Iowa. He holds degrees
in both literature and philosophy.The teaching
105
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at a non-religious institution has given him
insights on the topic of this book.
This book is a look at what is essential to
the Christian Faith and what is not. The
first two chapters uses evidence from the
Creeds, Christian history, and the scriptures
to determine what are the essential beliefs of
the Christian faith. In addition, the author
uses the formula of Vincent of Lerins, a fifth
century church father – universality, antiquity,
and consent- to establish what is essential to
believe to maintain Christian Orthodoxy. The
second part of the book looks at five areas
of disagreement among modern Christians.
Chapter three asks does a believer need to
believe that God created everything in a
literal six days to be considered orthodox.
Chapter four discusses the issue of whether a
Christian must take the whole Bible literally
to be considered a faithful Christian. Chapter
five looks at the issue of Calvinism versus
Arminianism. Chapter six explores the issue of
Christian political involvement. Chapter seven
discusses four different views of end-times:
futurist, historicist, symbolist, and preterist.
Payne has provided helpful information on what
is essential to believe and what is not essential
to believe. This information could help restore
unity and love among Christian believers and
keep them from fighting over non-essential
issues. The book is written well and is easy
to understand. It is highly recommended for
undergraduate collections.
The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis and
J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in Community,
by Diana Pavlac Glyer. Kent: Kent State
University Press, 2007. 293 pp. $45.00. ISBN
978-0-87338-890-0
Reviewed by Sylvia Stopforth, Archivist and
Assistant Librarian (Reference), Trinity Western
University, Langley, B.C.
Lewis and Tolkien were among the betterknown members of the Inklings, a group of
some nineteen writers who met in and around
Oxford during the 1930s and 1940s to share
their work and engage in spirited discussion.
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According to Glyer’s research, most scholars and
biographers, and even members of the Inklings
themselves, have denied that members of this

group had any significant impact upon one
another’s writing. Glyer sets out to refute this,
and she has done her homework. In the course
of her analysis, she provides numerous – and
often fascinating – examples of collaboration
and direct inspiration, concluding that “The
Inklings were not a cult or a coterie or a
cohesive literary movement, but neither
were they just a loose-knit group of friends.
They were members of a writing group,
knowledgeable peers who met on a regular
basis to discuss written works in progress.
They read their work aloud to one another
and offered specific, substantial suggestions. In
doing so, they influenced one another and one
another’s writing.” (p. 42)
A Professor of English at Azusa Pacific
University, Glyer also writes knowledgably
of the inner workings of creative groups in
general, bringing this perspective to bear
upon her subject to great effect. The author’s
arguments are compelling and persuasive,
encouraging the reader to respect the unique
gifts of these writers while also appreciating
the creativity that arose and flourished within
this community.
Glyer’s thoroughness in her research is evident
in the exhaustive list of works cited, which
includes both primary and secondary sources.
An informative appendix, provided by David
Bratman, provides brief introductions to the
nineteen core members of the Inklings.
This scholarly – yet eminently approachable
- text is highly recommended for academic
libraries, and will be of great interest to students
of English Literature, Communications, and/
or Creative Writing.
I Corinthians Interpreted by the Early
Christian Commentators, by Judith L. Kovacs.
The Church’s Bible, General Editor Robert
Wilken. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans,
2005. xxix, plus 340 pp.. $35.00. ISBN 978-08028-2577-3.
Reviewed by Donald Dean Smeeton, Director
of Libraries, Eastern Mennonite University,
Harrisonburg,VA.
Unlike many commentaries, The Church’s
Bible series does not build on the most recent
scholarly studies but, in fact, does the opposite.

It by-passes the issues raised by the criticalhistorical method, the textual uncertainties
and even the declarations of the reformers. It
returns to an earlier period to hear the patristic
voices and, to a lesser extent, the medieval
commentators. The stated purpose of this
series is “to make available the richness of the
Church’s classical tradition of interpretation
for clergy, Sunday School and Bible class
teachers, men and women living in religious
communities, and all serious readers of the
Bible (vii).”

insights for those willing to do the work. It
is recommended for libraries that support
seminaries and upper division New Testament
classes.

The pattern of the series provides short segments
of the biblical text (RSV) followed by two to
six extensive citations from an array of early
church leaders. Not surprisingly Augustine
is frequently cited, as are Origen, Theodoret
and Chrysostom but many less well known
voices are also cited. These commentators
represent seven centuries and thousands of
miles, encompassing both the Greek and Latin
traditions. Some of the quotations are from
easily accessible translations; others appear in
English here for the first time.

This small book, written by a Roman Catholic
priest with over thirty years of pastoral
experience, is written to assist ministry
students and young ministers as they face
difficult aspects of pastoral work. While the
book has just eighty pages, its eight chapters
cover a significant amount of ground. Halbert
addresses such topics as pastoral development,
professional
relationships, administrative
relationships, ministry family relationships,
staff relationships, leadership, communication,
funerals, prayer, and meditation. While the
author writes from his own denominational
perspective, his thoughts are applicable to
ministers of all types.

This series should not be confused with
the somewhat similar Ancient Christian
Commentary set published by IVP. The stated
purpose and the layout are similar but The
Church’s Bible series offers longer passages and
thus it is easier to understand how the writer
develops his thought. If a library can only afford
one of these two sets, the librarian would need
to make a careful comparison.
The editors have provided a number of useful
tools such as an introduction to the letter,
paragraph-long biographies of the authors
excerpted, the sources cited, and a glossary of
proper names. They also include indexes of
names, subjects and biblical texts. Even with the
assistance of such tools, however, many “clergy,
Sunday School and Bible class teachers” will
struggle to find material that can be grabbed
quickly and presented meaningfully to the
laity who worships on Sunday morning. The
editor assumes the reader has a meaningful
understanding of the religious and philosophical
issues of the patristic period.
Like valuable gems that require work to
be extracted, this book is full of valuable

Grief, Loss, and Death: The Shadow Side
of Ministry, by Halbert Weidner. New York:
Haworth Pastoral Press, 2006. 81 pp. $10.95.
ISBN:0-7890-2415-2.
Reviewed by John Jaeger, Doctoral Research and
Reference Librarian, Dallas Baptist University,
Dallas,Texas.

Halbert’s particular focus as he examines these
many pastoral issues is on what he calls the
“shadow side of ministry.” He notes that much
pastoral work involves challenges such as grief,
struggle, and loneliness. While people often
think of the minister as positive, energetic,
and friendly, Halbert notes that more serious
elements lie beneath the surface. Pastoral
ministry involves dealing with, and being
affected by, difficult situations of pain, sickness,
and death. Also, the pastoral role requires a
person frequently to feel isolated from others;
the minister also must function in a variety of
roles, and sometimes these roles are in tension
with one another.Yet, while Halbert addresses
many of the negative elements involved in
ministry, his book really is not a negative or
pessimistic one. It is better viewed as a realistic
book addressing some of the real challenges in
ministry life.
Grief, Loss, and Death would be a good addition
to the religious section of any college or
university library. It will be a helpful resource
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for professors preparing students for the
ministry and for students headed into the
ministry.The book also will be useful for those
interested specifically in pastoral counseling.
The American Religious Experience: A
Concise History, by Lynn Bridgers. Lanham,
MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006. 255 pp.
$24.95 ISBN 0-7425-5059-1.
Reviewed by John Jaeger, Doctoral Research and
Reference Librarian, Dallas Baptist University,
Dallas,Texas.
American Religious History books usually are
large, six or seven hundred page volumes. Lynn
Bridgers’ The American Religious Experience: A
Concise History, is a small paperback work of
just two hundred fifty five pages. While there
certainly is a place for those larger works, it is
amazing how much material Bridgers covers
in this smaller book. The author, Assistant
Professor of Pastoral Ministries and Religious
Education at St.Thomas University and author
of Contemporary Varieties of Religious Experience,
shows significant knowledge of the major
resources on the subject and has gleaned from
them some of their best insights. Bridgers also
points the reader beyond her smaller work to
some of the more comprehensive resources.
Bridgers examines religious history according
to denomination, rather than generally by
chronology, and this approach makes her
work especially interesting. She has chapters
such as “Calvin in New England,” “Piety
in Pennsylvania,” “John Wesley and the
Methodists,” “the Amish and the Mennonites,
“the Quakers and the Shakers,” and “the
Evolution of the Black Church.” In all there are
twenty chapters covering not only Christian
denominational groups, but also others, such
as Jews and Mormons. Reading about the
history, experiences, and development of
religious groups separately allows the reader to
understand them in a deeper and clearer way.
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One could argue that this approach fails
to address the common history shared by
the religious groups in an adequate manner.
Likewise, one could argue that Bridgers fails to
show the many religious groups in interaction
and conflict with one another. Yet the final
chapter provides some broader context, and

within the chapters there is also some discussion
of relationships between the religious groups.
This book provides an excellent introduction
to American religious history and is
recommended for all academic libraries. The
book would be particularly helpful for college
students taking church history courses or
wanting to gain more knowledge on religious
history.
Above All Earthly Pow’rs: Christ in a
Postmodern World, by David F. Wells. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 339 pp. $25.00. ISBN
0-8028-2902-3.
Reviewed by John Jaeger, Doctoral Research and
Reference Librarian, Dallas Baptist University,
Dallas,Texas.
Above All Earthly Pow’rs is the final volume of
a four book set which includes No Place for
Truth (1993), God in the Wasteland (1994), and
Losing our Virtue (1998). The series focuses
on the impact secular culture has had on
society and the church. His analysis combines
sociology, history, philosophy, and theology
in an effort to show the direction society is
moving and the negative implications this
has for Christianity. Wells’ primary target for
criticism is Postmodernity, but he also considers
materialism and consumerism as significant
problems as well.
In this book, Wells notes that much of the
church is now embracing contemporary
Postmodern and materialistic cultural ideas-and it is the Evangelical denominations that
seem most involved in this. When churches
attempt to be “seeker-sensitive” and use mass
marketing techniques to lure people, they are
taking hold of the cultural ideas of the present
age. When churches attempt to cater to the
needs of their members through swimming
pools and athletic centers, they have given in
to the consumer mentality.
Much of the book addresses, intellectually, how
present cultural attitudes and ideas came into
being. Wells shows breadth of knowledge and
keen insight in this section.Yet his real interest
is analyzing how these cultural ideas have
significantly influenced contemporary society,
and, most importantly, the church. This title is

recommended for academic libraries.
Christian Theologies of Scripture: A
Comparative Introduction, edited by Justin
S. Holcomb, New York: New York University
Press, 2006. 330 pages, $23.00 ISBN 0-81473666-1.
Reviewed by John Jaeger, Doctoral Research and
Reference Librarian, Dallas Baptist University,
Dallas,Texas.
Christian Theologies of Scripture is a collection
of eighteen scholarly articles addressing the
nature, interpretation, and authority of the
Bible. Holcomb’s goal is to provide guidance
on the ways scripture has been viewed over
Christian history.The work seems to be written
for the beginning student, who needs a general
overview of the topic. Still, the articles are
informative and probably of interest to those
already familiar with the subject as well.
The book is organized around three general
historical periods, with the first addressing the
Patristic and Medieval eras, the second covering
the Reformation through the modern period,
and the third focusing on the contemporary
period. Since the subject area is so broad, only
key representatives of each period are addressed.
The first section covers such figures as Origen,
Augustine, and Aquinas, while the second
deals with Luther, Calvin, Schleiermacher,
Barth, von Balthasar, and Hans Frei. The third
section considers contemporary approaches
to scriptural interpretation as represented by
female and African American theologians.This
section also has discussion of scripture in the
digital age.
Covering the understanding and interpretation
of scripture over the course of two millennia is a
daunting task--if it were done comprehensively,
a multivolume work would be required. Yet
Holcomb’s book succeeds in providing a
helpful sketch of that history. The essays cover
the main figures in Christian history and show
the developments that have taken place in
scriptural interpretation. Christian Theologies
of Scripture will make a good addition to any
academic library, but particularly for those
with a religious emphasis.

A Broadening Conversation: Classic
Readings in Theological Librarianship,
by Melody Layton McMahon and David R.
Stewart, eds. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow
Press, Inc., 2006. 358 pp. $55.00. ISBN
0-8108-5853-3.
Reviewed by Wendell G. Johnson, Social Sciences
Librarian, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb,
Illinois.
To commemorate the American Theological
Library Association’s (ATLA) 60th anniversary,
Melody Layton McMahon (John Carroll
University) and David R. Stewart (Luther
Seminary) have compiled an anthology of
some of the best contributions to the field of
theological librarianship.The book contains six
topical chapters (“The Distinctive Character
of Theological Librarianship”; “Theological
Librarians at Work”; “The Theological
Librarian as Educator”; “Theological Libraries:
Contexts and Constituencies”;“The American
Theological Library Association: Reflections
and Reminiscences”; and “Changes and
Challenges”), each of which is introduced by a
present-day theological librarian.
Although several of the addresses and essays
contained in the volume are forty to fifty years
old, many are still relevant today. David Faupel’s
contribution, “Developing Professionally
on the Job” (1973) encourages theological
librarians to learn foreign languages, seek to
publish, and pursue continuing education, still
valuable advice after over thirty years. Julia
Pettee (“On the Union Classification System,”
1955), a former colleague of Melville Dewey’s,
describes how she reorganized the library at
Union Theological Seminary in New York
and created the Union Classification System
(still in use in a few libraries in the United
States and Australia).
McMahon and Stewart present their book
as an “attic” of the ATLA – a place where
we put things we do not think we presently
need, but nonetheless are still there when we
want to retrieve them. Just like an attic, this
work contains the forgotten family “treasures”
of theological librarianship. A Broadening
Conversation portrays vividly the ATLA
experience and represents a good work by
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good people conversing on the topic closest
to their hearts: theological librarianship. Every
theological librarian can profit from the book,
which is meant to be a fun, thought-provoking
read for working professionals.
Sacred Stacks: The Higher Purpose of
Libraries and Librarianship, by Nancy
Kalikow Maxwell. Chicago: American Library
Association, 2006. 156 pp. $32.00. ISBN
0-8389-0917-5.
Reviewed by Denise Nelson, Instructional Services
Librarian, Point Loma Nazarene University, San
Diego, California.
Sacred Stacks reminds librarians that they
are people of service, called to a profession
that cares deeply about the improvement of
individual patrons and of our communities.
Kalikow frames library work as ministry, and
she encourages librarians to remain cognizant
of their power as intermediaries between
patrons and the information that will satisfy
their needs. The author emphasizes the
librarian’s conservatorship and categorization
of knowledge as secular priestly activities.
Parallels between priests and librarians, churches
and libraries, and religious seekers and library
patrons serve to provide the sacred/secular
lexicon employed throughout the book.
The subtitle of Kalikow’s work leads the reader
to expect that comparisons between secular
library work and sacred traditions will favor the
sacred as the standard to which secular activities
are compared. Rather than sanctifying the
secular, however, the author lends considerable
effort to secularizing the sacred. As a believing
(not merely “practicing”) Christian, I frequently
took issue with Kalikow’s characterization
of Christianity as passé. Kalikow asserts that
“American Christians have gradually liberated
Jesus from divinity and dogma” (6) and that
theology of nearly every sort has been replaced
with a general interest in self-improvement
and an amorphous spirituality.
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Kalikow’s heavy reliance on the work of
library historian Matthew Battles (Library: An
Unquiet History, Norton, 2003) suggests that
readers interested in the historical evolution
of libraries and their work may find more
complete information in Battles’ work.

Though replete with citations, Kalikow’s
text often contains creative adaptations of
familiar (but largely irrelevant) quotations and
draws sweeping conclusions with insufficient
support. Editing errors, including numerical
disagreement between subject and verb,
occasional mechanical or grammatical errors,
and repeated use of loose/loosing in place of
lose/losing, detract somewhat from the book’s
readability.
Although Sacred Stacks invites readers
to consider the sanctity of libraries and
librarianship, the book succeeds primarily in
redefining the sacred as any deeply important
and generally ritualistic endeavor. Those
interested in the sacred heritage of libraries will
enjoy the overview found here, but Kalikow’s
discussion of the “higher purpose” of libraries
and librarianship fails to deliver on the title’s
promise. Regardless, this slim volume serves to
initiate a worthwhile conversation; it reminds
librarians of their work’s sacred ancestry and
contemporary relevance.
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